


















































R. C. W. HICKS, ¢hairman

of Guiting. Power Parish
|Council, told an inguiry, con-
dueted by Major W. G. Milne,

today, that he had seen nume-
rous vehicles using the Avenue,

Major Milng was holding an
inguiry on behalf 'of Glouces-
tershire County Council re-
garding the status of the
Avenue which has been in dis-
put between the lord of the
manor, Mr. K. R. Cochrane,
land the Parish Council.

It is contended hy Mr. Coch-
|vane that the Avenue is only
o footpath fto the Parish
Church,

Mr., Hicks said that from
1953 to 1958 he lived at Glebe
rFa_rm..adja.c_ent to the church,
{and had seen the vehicles,

GATE ENTRANCE
LOCEED

He agreed, in answer to a
“lquestion by Mr. J, N, Tayler,
lifor Mr, Cechrane, that he did
.\not know all the vehicles,

il About a year ago, a gate at
'the entrance of the Avenue
was locked on the orders of
ithe lord of the manor.

A Parish Meeting was called
and Mr. Cochrane attended and
‘made a statement. 3

He was later asked by the
Parish Council to remove the
gate, but declined to do so.

My, Cochrane was prepared
to open the gate on his own
terms, )

Mr. Hicks agreed the gate
was never locked, but it was
difficult for a pram to be taken
through.
| Mr. Cochrane had never
denied that the Avenue was
not a footpath,

Mr. 'Hicks read extracts from
the Parish Couneil minutes
dating back to 1941,

a parrister, at Guiting Power,

A minute of March 26, 1943,

stated that the Clerk reported|
that repairs to the church
Avenue had been carried ouf
by the Council,

On. March 26, 1947,

write to the divisipnal sur-

veyor on its state. A mintcte

of April 26, 1954, stated that

the divisional surveyor had!

given orders for the Avenue to
be attended to on Fridays.

In 1959 McCochirane out-|

lined some improvements to

the Avenue at a meeling of|

the Parish Couneil. That vear
the County Council seemed un-
willing to  maintain  the
Avenue as a public highway.

Mr. €. W. Davis appeared
for the Parish Council, and
briefly outlined the circum-
stances leading to the inguiry.

OVER 50 IN VILLAGE HALL

More than 50 people listened
to the proceedings in the

) thet
‘Clerk had been instructed to!

Village Hall.

Miss Nancy Kennard, of
Moor Cotfage, Guiting Power,
said she had lived intermi-
tently in the village from
1938, She had used the
Avenue in her car when going
to the church.

For her mother's funeral,
in 1950, the Avenue had been

(continued in back page)

FOOTPATH
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(Continued from Page One)

used, but she agreed the_body
was carried on a hand bier.

She attended church fairly|
regularly, and had not noticed|
cars using the Avenue re-
gularly. .

Mr. Cyril Davidson - Smith,
of Westfield Farm, Notgrove,
<aid he was born in Guiting)
Power, and his arcestors had:l
also lived there. !

“The Avenue has been used|
without let or hindrance for
any type of vehicle at any
time,” said Mr. Davidson-
| Smith. : i
| “I have mnever known any
|obatacl‘e'- until recently. I have
‘used the Avenue in my car and
{1 have seen vetl)n"t;}iesl tll"xere for
.weddings and burials. :
er. gDa\r'idson- Smith said
cars used the Avenue for a

christening four months ago. |

For his danghter's wedding|
lin April, 1964, cars used the
Avenue.

He agreed that he only wen-t;
to church about four times &

ar.
yeEIln answer to Mr. Taylor, Mr.
Davidson-Smith agreed he had|
taken sides in the dispute and
deliberately used the Avenue
several months ago in his car.

A Til-year-old former County
Highways foreman, Mr. Alpert
|Reeves, of Tally-ho, Guiting!
'Power, said there was a good
stone road under the surface.

1t had been laid before the
Second World War, and he had
|ins‘trucﬂons to keep the
| Avenue in good order, It had
heen tar-sprayed during the

war. X |
| "The Avenue was kept be-
tween nine feet and 93 feet
wide, Every Friday the
|Avenue' was cleaned up. |

| TEMPORARY GATE l

The temporary gate was
Iplaced at the top to stop
| animals spoiling the Avenue.
Mr. Arthur James Hall, aged
180, of Tally-ho, said he worked
for the Gloucestershire County
Council during the war on the
| highways.
l Mr. Hall said he helped tar-
|spray the Avenue during the
war. o
Miss Barbara Joan de Win- |
ton, of Tally-ho, stated she
used the Avenue frequently
{with her car. |
“It has always been done to
use the Avenue,” said Miss de
Winton. |

Postmistress of Guiting Power, |
Mrs. Mary Mabel Cook, of the
Sguare, Guiting Power, re-
|membé_red going to and from
the Avenue on her wedding
day in 1922 in a car, {

She recalled that the Avenue
: ed by horses
and carriages, and has always
bheen used by vehicles ever a
| 'pericd of 60 years, from the
|(carriage - and - pair fo the
modern motor-car.

GATE NEVER LOCKED

! Mrs. Cook stated that for a
short period, there was no
'gate at the entrance to the
Avenue, but that when there
|was a gate it was never locked.

This was confirmed by Mr.
Walter Ryman, a 65-year-old
native of Guiting Power. He
worked as a ganger taking
|over his grandfather's business
lin 1960, after helping him
isince 1930,

As a carrier of refuse, he
went by the Avenue or Church-
road, depending on which end
he had to work, as he was
contracting to take rubbish

away,
He statedq that no one
objected,

Mr. Clement Timms, of

Tally-ho-lane, Guiting Power,
a member of the Parish Coun-
cil, agreed there had only
been irregular use of the
Avenue over the past 50 years
1by vehicles, |
. The member for Guiting |
Power on the Rural District
Council and a former chairman |
iof Guiting Power Parish
[Council, Misg Mary Arm-
{strong, of Laurel Tree Cottage,
{Guiting Power, said at one
‘time the question of a car
park had been considered in
ithe Avenue. She had seen
jcars using the Avenue on
several occasions, i

! The 74-year-old former |

| TERSHIRE ECHO __ November 5, 1965
Many vehicles | roor

used the
Avenue

—Parish Council Chairman
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Guiting inquiry
R will cost 3d.
rate for 2 years

Mr|  WRONG IMPRESSION OVER
‘Thst PARISH'S LEGAL COSTS

aark [PYHE recent public inquiry; It was also agreed that the _
MGT over the Avenue leading|Parish Council should take| f
V. Jito the church at Guiting|steps to meet the R.D.C. Sur-| |
‘the power will cost the rate-|[veyor (Mr. G. E. Knight) to
raryipayers of Guiting a three-|discuss the provision of some
up-'penny rate for the next two|form of car parking in the
" thelvears, it was stated at last|village, by widening the roads
ards.hipht's annual Parish Meet-|particularly in the part of the
ent,”lina held in the village hall at|village referred to by Mr.
hould Guiting Power. Stevens.
itions|  The Chairman of the Parish
Council, Mr. Charles Hicks,

! theltgid the sparsely-attended L
_that meeting—only 16 parishioners, t a'l"lt"‘
,athg including the Chairman, the 9 ‘8

* 8ndipetiring Clerk and the new
vated Clerk, attended — that the ;
Parish Council had incurred —
Lringisolicitors” fees totalling £180| ~

CesS*loyer the Avenue dispute.

This. would take them a
EMms [little time to pay, and the
""" |Parish Council had this year
precepted for the full 4d, rate
great|to which they were entitled,
astonjand intended to do the same T, °
0 belnext year. This was instead of bu
domeithe normal penny rate they hig 3

le tto usually precepted for. knows

hhe| PARISH MEETINGS  [What!
and UNANIMOUS e

0

1&23 Asked by Mrs. E. Cochrane| .y o,

why this rate was necessary,
taing as yshe had understood that g?tona
Yish the County Council would pay. The
t’rgb’ut the Parish Council’s legal Dreape
ighed ©O Hicks replied that|nng ds
L the| ler the impres-|u 1 sha
i He sion that this would be the over,
: position, but he had been| « 4
Wiors: be bett
gt{;:ﬁ However, the Parish Meet-|pom
‘able |ings called to discuss the irginer
alian/matter had been unanimous|vented
their|that the Parish Council should|at the
seelc legal advice, and in view| =
¢ gig/of this support, the Counmcil| Exce
sause|felt justified in levying alloinan
he|fourpenny rate to pay the ?&?ﬁg
ah | costs.
Erléililz Mrs, Cochrane pointed out[handiu
7" Ithat the Counc | authority much_.z
seem |t0 seek legal advice, but not|third-C
ayer-|to employ a solicitor for a(8 long
7, he|year. The villagers did not yet hottest
offer/how much it was going to of 1;113f
a tolcost them. So
Mr. Cochrane added that it
but/was going fo cost every rate- -
mths|payer a sixpenny rate, and his
‘alia,|question was * what had the
fes|village got for it ?”
da| Mr. Hicks: “What they
he(have got is the result of the
wo|inquiry. We’ve sorted it out,
d:land I see reason why the
sm|matter needs discussing any
more,”
The Parish Council had
LE accepted the findings of Major
Milne who had conducted the
{'o/inquiry, -~ that in fact the
\t-|Avenue was a churchway.

Vel  ONE RESERVATION

ad| Mr, Cochrane replied that
he| he felt ver: rongly about the
way the er had been con-
ur|ducted. He was prepared to
ld;| accept Major Milne's findings
| wit vation, _and that
& concerned who should use the
avenue,
PN He accepted that it could be
oflused by parishioners and their
of | guests going to church, but
8tioutside these it could not be
edlused. It was guite clear that
BT hoth he and the Parish Council
“lhad lost the case and the
%€|Parochial Church Council had
¥|won.
st| _ The tragedy of the thing
g deﬂ,ﬂlatnoone
h.| Wwanted fo use the avenue.
| The Highway Authority
it would not accept responsi-
1d| bility for it.
g He wonld ‘not, as he intended
_\ -~ piace, Tepair the
ind it was now the
se|liability of.- : inhabitants of
1e (iultl.ng to repair and maintain

Mr. Hicks said that he had
{understood that the avenue,
~ |now that it was accepted as a
) [churchway, was the responsi-
bility of the Church, and there-
fore the Parish Cmmc‘ll had
not discussed the ‘repair and
1- |maintenance of it,
. ¢ i - no useml

== ;-:'a'.:&@.-.s.ae..g.z r’av::h@.maq:*h ﬁ.n-ds:.i";s,'z::—a

m:ge.-_'c.

s.|matter, and he hoped that
5.{Guiting Power would now
iy|settle back into peace and
diquiet again, and that they

could all  five anﬁca.bly n
d|together. H
1=

" DANGER FROM TREES

= m_nfzr-

E‘ﬁ';

Discussing the Elm trees|P
lining the avente to the
church, Mr. Cochrane said that|"'
he had been concerned for ui
some time about the dang‘er

from these trees, and had con-
sulted a tree expert who had
advised that a number of them
were unsafe and should be o1
ke eal

e legal position appear
to be, said Mr. Cochrane, that|>'
as the avenue was a publ.lc st
right of way, and if anyone st
was hurt as a result of a tree
or part of a tree fallin the a
responsi‘bihﬁy woul;;! he ¢
h g

|8k
warnmg ut gl

relieve him of this n'amety.' b
and he therefore

r"r.?'n-'.'i‘ o e mn'-fﬁt'v’-*;q zp._

ug

trees were old, a.nd the Parish|pc

Council accepted the fact that

a number of them would havejof

to come down, having also
consulted a tree expert.
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'| FooreaTH oBsTRUCTED |

Mz, _J Stevens complained of{do
||the ob: to a footpath|sti
1ig of cars in Hol-{sp

which he sald|he
\made it extremely difficult for|he
residents in that area of the|M
village to get to their homes. (a1
The Chairman said he felt!By
that any ohshncuon was aﬂn
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WALL erected across the disputed right of way on Fridlay,
: he same







